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ARIF MOHAMMED KHAN

GOVERNOR OF KERALA
RAJ BHAVAN
THRUVANANTHAPURAM
03 March 2021

Message

| am happy to know that Kerala | egislature Secretariat intends to
publish a comprehensive volume on the legislative contributions of the
late Shri KM. Mani, who holds the record for the longest continuous
service as legislator.

It is commendable that the book willinclude details about the positions
he held, the budgéts he presented, the legislations he piloted and the
numerous issues he raised as a legislator. | am sure that this book would
be a useful resource for future reference.

I compliment everyone behind this venture and wish the publication
all success.

Arif Mohammed Khan
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6)(0)(06)61010) DJ(d]@O 7) 1987 Palai — 94 - Electorate: 1,04,019 10) 2001- Palai—94 - Electorate: 1,30,305
No. Name Party Votes No. Name Party Votes
1) 1965 — Palai — 88 - Electorate: 62,346 * 4) 1977 — Palai — 94 - Electorate: 80,757 1 K.M. Mani KC(M) 46,483 1 K.M. Mani KC(M) 52,838
2  K.S. Sebastian IC (S) 35,938 2 Uzhavoor Vijayan NCP 30537
No. Name Party Votes No. Name Party Votes 3  Independent (9) 2174 Margin 22,301
1 K.M. Mani KC 25,833 1 K.M. Mani KC 39,664 Margin 10,545
2 V.T. Thomas Ind 16,248 2 N.C. Joseph IND (Opp) 24,807 11) 2006—- Palai — 94 - Electorate: 1,28,184
3 Aleykutty Thomas (W) INC 8,072 3 Independent 521 8) 1991- Palai — 94 - Electorate: 1,25,708
Margin 9,585 Margin 14,857 No. Name Party Votes
No. Name Party Votes 1 K.M. Mani KC(M) 46,608
1 KM. Mani KC(M) 52,310 2 ManiC Kappen NCP 38,849
2) 1967 — Palai — 88 - Electorate: 62,004 5) 1980 — Palai — 94 - Electorate: 89,758 2 Adv. George C Kappen Ind.(LDF) 35,021 3 Shri. Jay Sooryan BJP 3566
3  Adv. Narayanan Namboodiri BJP 4,429 Margin 7,759
No. Name Party Votes No. Name Party Votes 4  K.T. Ayyappan BSP 98
1 KM. Mani KC 19,118 1 K.M. Mani KC (M) 38,739 5 Independent (2) 193
2 V.T. Thomas Ind 16,407 2 M.M. Jacob Con(l) 34,173 Margin 17,289 12) 2011- Palai — 94 - Electorate: 1,69,192
3 M.M. Jacob INC 13,503 3  Independents (3) 583
Margin 2,71 Margin 4,566 No. Name Party Votes
9) 1996- Palai — 94 - Electorate: 1,28,479 1 K.M. Mani KC(M) 61,239
3) 1970 — Palai — 88 - Electorate: 71,174 6) 1982 — Palai — 94 - 2 ManiC Kappen NCP 55,980
Mid — Term Election - Electorate: 90,615 No. Name Party Votes 3 Prof. Vijayakumar BJP 6359
No. Name Party Votes 1 K.M. Mani KC(M) 52,550 Margin 5,259
1 K.M. Mani KC 23,350 No. Name Party Votes 2 C.K. Jeevan Ind. (LDF) 28,760
2  M.M. Jacob INC 22,986 1 K.M. Mani KC (M) 39,323 3  P.R. Muraleedharan BJP 3,489 13) 2016- Palai — 94 - Electorate: 1,79,829
3  T.P.Ulahanan Ind (Opp) 9,092 2 J.A Chacko Ind. (LDF) 26,713 4  Others (7) 1,193
4  Independent 1,041 3  Independents (4) 1,180 Margin 23,790 No. Name Party Votes
Margin 364 Margin 12,610 1 K.M. Mani KC(M) 58,884
2 ManiC Kappen NCP 54,181
* 1965 o2l 6®EemSEH D 3O ald@51ER0 3 S,hrl' N. Hari BJP 24,821
GOlalBHAQO@GBM@IMIT MlamE quems]ilg). Margln 4,703

OOOEEVNFEORFAUB MVO(JOZ6m 6219 (ea5210l@0: EHOSMVRMVE HOOENDS aldl@o 1957-2011. 2016 & www.ecigov.n)
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mlaqveE

2@IaVE

1 4 M. @2 @EACMID WM OO0 26.12.1975 - 25.03.1977
04.10.1970-25.03.1977
2 5 . BTIEMIBOMD @QYEYIN Do 1.04.1977 - 26.04.1977
25.03.1977-25.04.1977
3 5 ().6). @6 @OEBYIM®o 27.041977 - 21121977
27.041977-27.10.1978 16.09.1978 - 27.10.1978
4 5 all.©d.QIaYERAIMMIV®@ | @YEIINW©o 29.10.1978 - 26.07.1979
29.10.1978-07.10.1979
5 6 D.6)d. MIWMIB WM. Mlme | 25.01.1980 - 20.10.1981
25.01.1980-20.10.1981
6 6 O D@EMNIHOMD WMIOLe, M®ao | 28.12.1981 - 17.03.1982
28.12.1981-17.03.1982
7 7 B> B@EMNIBOMD WMdIOL, Moo | 24.051982 - 15.05.1986
24.05.1982-25-03-1987 | geqiay0n, 05.06.1985 - 25.05.1986
Zlewosed,
g uodel, Byl
RLIGMN.2IMo, M. | 16.05.1986 - 25.03.1987
8 © B>, B@EMIBOMD oQimy, Mmoo 24.06.1991 - 16.03.1995
24.06.1991-16.03.1995
9 9 a().0)&>. @Rl oaimy ml@ao 22.03.1995 - 09.05.1996
22.03.1995-09.05.1996
10 1 ().6). @6 oQimy, mlwao 17.05.2001 - 29.08.2004
17.05.2001-29.08.2004
1 1 90 al106nE] oQimy, mlwao 31.08.2004 - 12.05.2006
31.08.2004-12.05.2006
12 13 900 2106nE] WM IO\, 18.05.2011 - 10.11.2015
18.05.2011-20.05.2016 M@0, BQIMo

6)>.a()0.006IT . i
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6 d.aff)o.B6M] @OQUMO]rilg] ]
wom@ (ﬁl § m’] @ @3(@ 01 1976—_6)&! c&iog (sieao(?)g“ o0l @Y (mé)g”m)“ QI0GalHUMD (@0HAMYOONY) GR)d; 1976 eca06nid 14 1976 ecg06nid 14
(SZ;' (1976-ee1 38-00@ Mlmo)
02 19766081 6508 SO BIENM af)oGaJoRSORM @R (1976-6al 14-000Y 1976 m0@4] 4 1976 m0@s] 9
mlme) The Kerala Tax on Employment Act, 1976 (Act 14 of 1976)
03 197668al 6508 S04 636N LISHUGIMY DB GaOIFOEIMY 1976 &cg0en1d 12 | 1976 aeH6n1d 12
@AY ceIWE6EE 0DV @R (1976-681 32-000) Mla.) The Kerala
Tax on Luxuries in Hotels and Lodging Houses Act, 1976 (Act 32 of 1976)
04 1976-661 @RU)E:0d 5|00 ED(BEBH0SIE; (@REAM O ) 1976 m0@9] 3 1976 m0@g] 4
@ (1976-00a1 13-000) Mlwao)
05 1976-0a1 @RU):0d9]0Md DMBB0SIER (HAVEM @AM EOANY ) GRS 1976 segoenid 12 | 1976 ae06n1@ 13
(1976-6e1 41-000 Mlno)
06 1976-08a1 6508 6H:0BS ol @YY MUISAV QIOERIHD 1976 segoenid 14 | 1976 ecg0enid 14
(6T GO ONM) GRgs (1976-68a1 39-000) Mlno)
o7 1976-681 6508 BMOd HAVWIEIMY SO 1976 m0@9] 3 1976 m0@4s] 3
(@oon@ennd’) mlon. (1976-eel 11-000) Mlwao)
08 1976-681 6608 LBMOOCd HAVWIEBIY S8 (MR GPEANFOHAN) @Ry 1976 seoenid 19 | 1976 seoen1d 19
(1976-6e1 45-00@ Mlwoo)
09 1976-661 6508 BMOOd HAVWIGIMY SO (HAVEHY @PENMFONT) @R 1976 m0@9] 3 1976 m0@g] 3
(1976-ee1 12-00@ Mlao)
10 1976-08a1 608 TVD9J0BeR 6306MD SOEHMY 1976 segoenid 12 | 1976 ae06n1@ 12
(@Pem@eng) @ (1976-6a1 40-000) MWM)
11 1980-661 GRUE:1d5J0d MBS (GOHRMYORNE ) GR)ES 1980 ge6el 28 1980 geeel 30
(1980-&e1 17-00@ Mlno)
12 1980-6£1 6608 GRAIGEHY M HQICINNW®D aN6TTE @) 1980 w0601 28 1980 w061 31
(1980-&e1 21-00@ mlwoe) The Kerala Advocates
Welfare Fund Act, 1980 (Act 21 of 1980)
13 1980-681 6608 MO HTVWIGIM SOy 1980 gaeeel 29 1980 geoe! 31
(ePem@eng) @yes (1980-661 19-000) Mlwao)
14 1980-66! 6608 6nilcdwlot) SO (@OHDMYOONY) GR)ES 1980 mye6e! 29 1980 awlavoeni®d 22
(1981-er1 6-20@ MIWo)
15 1981-08a1 @oU)l@>uB9J00B DMH:0SIE; (COHNMFEONDMY) GR)L 1981 erynqYy 18 1981 @y qy 21
(1981-er1 26-200 MIW?o)
16 1981-681 66,08 LMO®d HALWITdAY SOE; 1981 eynqy 17 1981 eymqy 20
(ePem@eng) G (1981-ee1 23-000) Mwno)
17 1983 eeal 6808 BMOOd HAVWITd SO (EPEOT) OO ) @& 1983 m0@4] 28 1983 m0@4] 30
(1983-6e1 3-00@ Mlno)
18 1983-681 GRU)B:0d9|00d EDMBE0SIE 1983 @04 28 1983 m0@4] 30
(@oon@enng’) gy (1983-661 4-000) Mlwno)
19 1983-681 6608 eVl an6ne 1983@Ryunqy 1 1983@unqy 3
(ePeam@enmg’) o (1983-eal 18-000 Mlwno)
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1985-621 6608 6)(@J0Qila16mM©d HBHHHUD 630al omm\}'m)" @O
(1985-60e1 10-00@ Mlm.) The Kerala Provisional Collection
of Revenues Act, 1985 (Act 10 of 1985)

1983 awlmvoeni@d 7

1985 mo@<] 28

21

1986-621 6608 @OAICENGTVY HQICIONWD 06NE
(@oon@ennd’) ey (1986-6a1 32-00@ mlwao)

1986 maloenu® 3

1986 maloenu® 25

22

1986-621 6608 B0 «RAIW QllaTOMm @R’
(1986-6e1 37-20@ Mlwao) The Kerala Command Area
Development Act, 1986 (Act 37 of 1986)

1986 e368,06n1@ 20

1986 maloeni® 24

23

1986-6e1 08 QMIMUlHTd EHHIBRIBOHIDMY
(@oon@ennd’) ey (1987-6e1 4-000) Mlwao)

1986 maloenu® 26

1986 awlavoerud 30

24

1986-661 6608 gmlavlsoeldlmy’ (@oendenad’) Gy
(1987-ee1 2-00@ Mlno)

1986 maloenI® 26

1986 awlavoenud 30

25

1986-6a1 66,08 gailmilaorldlay (6m«end Grendenag’) Gryds
(1987-ee!1 5-00@ Mlwoo)

1986 maloenu® 26

1986 awlavoerud 30

26

1986-66a1 sYed ¢JoMlouY GRIMY (GPEHRMFHRNT) @R
(1987-6e1 3-00@ Mlao)

1986 maleenu®d 27

1986 awlauoerud 31

27

1991-681 ¢G0S 16@IOWO (GREHANTOHN]) GR)E
(1991-ee1 22-20@ Mlo)

1991 @avqloenid 24

1991 eeo6enId 7

28

1991-081 66089 WIMIEIE; @AW AIMIMNIESHUD (GREAME NG ) G
(1991-e21 21-00@ Ml®a@o)

1991 &g loenid 24

1991 &cHo6n1@d 7

29

1993- 62! 6H08 GRWICHGIV HQIOIENW®D aN6ENE
(ePe0dendg’) @ (1993-6e1 8-000) Mno)

1993 om@m®1 9

1993 @aﬂ@maﬂ 1

30

1994-601 6608 TVBGQ] @MY NIVEEGINY (CPODY OO ) @)W
(1994 ee1 22-200 MIWoo)

1994 eoynqy 8

1994 @Ry 1!

31

1995-681 6608 @OAICENGTV HQICIONWD oN6NS (GPHAMFEOAT ) GR)L>
(1995-60e1 15-000 MIW?.)

1995 @oynqy 7

1995 @oywnqy 8

32

1995-681 6608 QNG 6NI0BBAIGAY IR (CIVAEQIHUD Bdalf
@RE=WIMFOAMF MY 630@ GaldqYMY enad &l audalavay @oemsd @l 6qyg’)
@& (1995-ee1 16-000 Mlwno) The Kerala State Backward Classes
(Reservation of Appointments or Posts in the Services

under the State) Act, 1995 (Act 16 of 1995)

1995 @Ry 30

1995 @Ry 31

33

1996-621 MDD TVEHUMD (CHOS BCROHNNFTONY’) @R
(1997-6e1 1-00@ Mlwmo) The Indian Succession (Kerala
Amendment) Act, 1996 (Act 10of 1997)

1996 m0@5] 19

1996 m0@d5] 19

34

2001 eal 608 30BaHld: BSEId (MIRIEnILils: BRYUDIIV) @R
(2001-ee1 19-200 Mlwmo) The Kerala Agriculture Debtors
(Temporary Relief) Act, 2001 (Act 19 of 2001)

2001 inaoenu@d 13

2001 awlavoenid 4

35

2001 ee! 608 MAETO Mo@BGHEMQJo MEM@IUIOGD MIWAMEMQJo
@@ (2001-eal 18-000 mlwao.) The Kerala Protection of River Banks
and Regulation of Removal of Sand Act, 2001 (Act 18 of 2001)

2001 mnaloenu@® 28

2001 awlavoeni® 6

36

2001- el 6508 349l:lan©d MSalSleud MmldomlaQed e (2001-eel 11-0n0Y
mlwne) The Kerala Stay of Eviction Proceedings Act, 2001 (Act 11 of 2001)

2001 ssego6nid 15

2001 maloenud 20

37

2001-6081 608 GRWIEEYTY HQICIENW® 06N )
(@oon@enn]’) gy (2001-6e1 8-000) Mlwao)

2001 sse»06n1d 15

2001 mmaloeru® 20

38 2003-68! G608 GRALIGLNY GIBH TV uamlwl mlwao. (2003-ee1 27-0a©) 2002 geeerl 31 2003 ge6ee! 23
mlwmo) The Kerala Advocate-ClerksWelfare Fund Act, 2002 (Act 27of 2003)

39 2003- ee1 6608 B39l«ldnod MSalSle:ud MIBOINIYOD @) 2004 mwoee 28 2005 eanEnjai@l 7
(2006-0e! 25-00@ Mlmo)

40 2003- 6r! 6608 39l«ilend MSalSle:ud MIBOINIQEd (6ERUNMI) @RyEs 2003 ggemd 16 2003 ggermd 19
(2003-ee! 8-00@ Ml@mo)

zy 2003-6e1 6608 6003 oMMy @rad cmég{m)" QOGN oHD 2002 geeerl 31 2005 aneEnji@l 13
(ePeeng) @ (2003-661 2-000 Mno)

42 2003-68e1 66:08 (@lMdeIUd 6300 Sl (GRen0) enag’) 2003 geee! 30 2003 @oywnqy 12
@4 (2003-ee1 28-000) Moo

43 2005-681 6608 H6NEILADM] on6nE (Goead ea0y) 2005 eanEnjai@l 7 | 2005 @0@4] 1
@@ (2005-68a1 7-000) Mlwao)

44 2005-611 6508 SIMID aldM 6N @R (2005-6e1 47-000) MlWM.) 2005 mwyeeel 11 2005 geee 27
The Kerala Kissan Pass Book Act, 2005 (Act 47 of 2005)

45 2005-6)21 G508 6)(@JICRIMD 630l S| )OO DD EMIEND GaDIOQY 2005 geee! 5 2005 gyeee! 21
BV @& (2005-6a1 46-000) Mlwno) The Kerala Promotion of
Tree Growth in Non-Forest Areas, Act 2005 (Act 46 of 2005)

46 2005-681 6608 pI00Y GleandeV (6B GREAMFEONY) @R 2005 geeel 1 2005 eownqy 12
(2006-me1 1-00@ Mlno)

47 2005-681 6608 LI GleaNdoM) (BB @ROAM HANY) GR)E 2004 gzo6e1 28 2005 aneEnjaial 7
(2006-0e! 21-00@ Mlwao)

48 2011-e81 6608 WMATVEENIMLAIW HOMEQIEIOD (¢ERV®I)@RE; 201-ee1 17-00@) | 2011 BELHeNId 27 201 inuoenud 4
mlwne Kerala Fiscal Responsibility (Amendment)Act, 2011 Act 17of 2011

49 2011-68! Galci® cRIDZOlSlEMAISs 6608 MIB:0) (6ERWOI) @)Ly 201 gyend 30 2011 meea 11
201-e01 12-00@ M. Kerala Tax on Paper Lotteries
(Amendment)Act, 2011 Act 12 of 2011

50 2012-66!1 608 @Al oleilud DSIH©d MlEEdWM BRE; 2013-ee1 2-0a@ Mlwae | 2012 awlmveend 11 2012 awlaveerud 17
Kerala Prohibition of Charging Exorbitant Interest Act, 2012 Act 2 of 2013

51 2012-881 6808 TVoUNIM aODAVloUY GENIBM (6ERVMY) @RE; 2012-6a1 10-00@ | 2012 g,end 11 2012 gz6md 14
mlwoe Kerala State Housing Board (Amendment) Act, 2012 Act 10of 2012

52 2013-601 608 GPAIEEY B8IDdLL MY co:unlwl (6EEWOI) @rE; 2013 ean@Eny@ 13 | 2013 eanEnjai@l 18
2013-ee1 10-00@ ml@oe. The Kerala Advocates Clerks Welfare Fund
(Amendment) Act 2013 Act 10 of 2013

53 2013-682! 608 WME>I® (MNIaIMEBBSINL! MIEH:HUalBHOOS @IL]DY 2013 @anEju@l 14 | 2013 an@Ejai@l 19
VoEHH6M @R, 2015-6a1 7T-000) Mlwa. Kerala Protection of Interests
of Depositors in Financial Establishments Act, 2013 Act 7 of 2015

54 2014-081 6608 Mle:0] 2Jnomod Clwwnessud (¢ean®) BRE; 2015-6e1 1-000Y 2014 cwlavoenid 4 2014 cwlavoenid 15
mlwao The Kerala Taxation Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2014 Act 1of 2015

55 2015-681 608 NAMEAY NDIOMEB:SOS al@MOQIW] al@lwl 2015 gz,6md 8 2015 myeeel 30

(ccan®l) @R E; 2015-eeal 15-000) mlwa. Kerala Ceiling on
Government Guarantees (Amendment) Act, 2015
Act 150f 2015
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Date of Discussion

MOTION UNDER RULE 130* moved by K M Mani

Subject

01-08-1991

IIAIBHO B FDNBHUD GRlo MMNIMOID) DENSIW
MIUOMaYEBBEAS (Mo6NIMUIlg]

04-02-1999

HOMEOIMIND (MoMNIMEBBSITD Hald®EQIQo BAITY, VEIOIOD o)1
MoMNIMEBBSIMB (@GO lglo GIMROMIHSSMQYSBS BOMYMald:H6BBUBEE
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Rule No.127 till 4-8-60& No.128 till 1-11-73

2150 58. GPSIVMDIO 6)ald® (EJIWIMABB MVo@IB0d (Mo6NITWIg| 21@g]

DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 58*raised by K M Mani

Date of Discussion Subject

22-06-1967 The attack by the Chinese on the Indian Diplomates at peking

02-11-1973 Working of the Kerala State Transport Corporation.

25-04-1988 Report of the Sarkaria Commission

02-01-1991 Regarding the necessity for fixing higher support price for natural rubber

Former rules 57& 62
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Mani: Mass leader and

visionary

Girish Menon

Former Deputy Editor, The Hindu

he late K.M. Mani was a mass
I leader and a visionary who left
his mark in Kerala politics. He
belonged to that unique breed of
leaders who dominated public life
with a rare mix of political astuteness,
administrative capability and
compassion.

One will have to delve deeper
into records to assess Mani’s
contributions that in a way shape
contemporary Kerala history. A lot has
been written about him and about his
various records as a legislator and
Minister. Indeed, there is a long list of
achievements in his name. To my mind,
there are two qualities which stood him
in good stead in the murky world of
coalition politics—his rare ability to read
the political undercurrents with clarity
and his staunch loyalty to the United
Democratic Front that provided stability
to the State’s bipolar coalition system.

o

He clearly understood the core
sentiments of his constituents
comprising mostly the thrifty and
hardworking farming community of
Central Travancore. It was but natural
that he should have tied his Kerala
Congress to the anti-Marxist platform
that emerged in the mid-1970s. He
sank his differences with the Congress
party and joined forces with it to build
a political vote bank that provided rich
dividends. Except for a brief two-year
interlude, when he teamed up with a
section of Congress leaders to join the
Leftist Ministry of E.K. Nayanar in 1980,
Mr. Mani had always been an opponent
of the CPI(M).

Mani preferred to stay with the
UDF even when he had to suffer
the ignominy of seeing his Kerala
Congress splitting several times over
the decades. He practised a kind of
accommodative politics that made it
easy for him to work with leaders who
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Mani will be remembered for
the Karunya Benevolent Fund
that aimed at providing financial
assistance to the weaker
sections of society for their
medical treatment.

%

had parted ways with him at various
points of time, be it be P. J. Joseph, T.M.
Jacob or R. Balakrishna Pillai.

Unlike them, he never thought of
joining the Left platform. If at all he
did, it was only after he left the UDF in
2017 when he quit that coalition for a
brief period. There were speculations
that Mr. Mani would take his Kerala
Congress into the LDF, but Mani
preferred to correct his course and
return to the UDF fold without much
political damage.

He promoted the Kerala Congress
as a farmers’ party, appealing to the
thrifty Christian community that drew

their sustenance from the rubber
economy of the area. He also sought
to give an ideological basis for his
positions by coming out with the
“Theory of Toiling Masses” to justify his
slant towards the farming community.

Even though Mani had the privilege
of handling a plethora of portfolios,
Finance and Law were perhaps the
ones he loved. He is credited to
have conceived a welfare scheme
for agriculture workers, pension for
farmers, price stabilisation fund and
incentive scheme for rubber cultivators
to help them overcome fluctuations
in prices. He trapped the gust of
modern agriculture farming by making

budgetary provisions for high tech
farming.

Mani will be remembered for the
Karunya Benevolent Fund that aimed
at providing financial assistance to the
weaker sections of society for their
medical treatment. The method of
using lotteries for medical treatment
for weaker sections was a new funding
model. There were several development
schemes he formulated while holding
other portfolios, including revenue and
housing.

The meticulousness with which he
handled knotty issues could be seen

by the all round discussions he held
with a cross section of people before
taking important decisions, whether it
was related to politics or the subjects
he handled as a Minister. He was an
intense listener, gathering information
and trying to understand new
developments. | had the privilege of
being part of his consultation process
on several occasions.

The quality of nurturing relationships
beyond the political firmament was
another of Mani’s unique quality.

Despite the bitter experiences he
had to face, including allegations of

corruption during the last leg of his
assignment as Minister, Mr. Mani did
not harbour any grudge against any of
his opponents. When asked about this,
he used to say forgiveness was part of
his upbringing. It was perhaps this rare
accommodative quality that must have
contributed to long innings in politics.

After his death, the Kerala Congress
(M) led by his son, Jose K Mani, has
embarked on a different political
voyage, experimenting with an alliance
with the LDF. It is apparent that the
result of this experiment will prove or
disprove Mani’s legacy.
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“Achachen”

Nisha Jose K Mani

here daughter). These were

the magical three words that
got Achachen an entry into my heart
and my life.On my ‘pennukaanal day,
October 1993, as | stood in front of Joe,
his two sisters, Amma and Achachen,
| was tensed. But he was the first to
tell me to be seated next to them and
made me so comfortable. That moment
| knew that this was the house | am
going to be part of. His most beautiful
quality of making you feel special
and easing people around him was
what he showed me and it definitely
made me feel welcome to be part of
the Karingozhackal house. Coming
from a business family where the only
politics | knew was what | studied in
class 9 and10 for Civics. He never did
or till his death made me feel that | was
sitting next to a political giant, the so
called Chanakya of Kerala politics. For
me he was a loving father making his
daughter-in-law comfortable always.

(44 I vide irikku mole” (Come sit

o

When | got married and came to
Prashanth House (the official house
of Achachen) | was a bit shocked to
see open displays of love between a
husband and wife. Achachen would
hold Amma’s hand when sitting with
her and give her occasional pecks on
her cheek. The word ”Kuttiyiammay”
would be heard every time he entered
the house. But after calling out to her
he would continue doing what he
wanted to do, his phone calls or notes
to be read. But | guess that call when
he arrived made her feel special. As a
bride | first thought this was all a drama
and that he was teaching us how to
be romantic. It was only later | came
to know that this was a daily sight and
that was how Achachen was. ‘To be
romantic all your life till the last breath
was a skill that kept any marriage
alive’ was something he showed us all
through his life. G Vijayaraghavan Sir
(former Planning Board member) once
after a trip with Achachen and Amma to
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Achachen would quietly listen to
all their loud chatter and he would
look at us with a smile and say,
“I'm called the roaring lion of the
Assembly, who will ever say this
when they see me in my house,
look at the way my children are
roaring at me.” He would then
break out into his famous laugh.
This was at a time when there was
no social media or access to old
speeches nor did | watch TV news
or see Achachen at his political

best.

Japan told me how romantic Achachen
was, what a doting husband he was
and how much we all have to learn
from him.

On all his travels to any part of the
world Achachen would keep a diary
where he noted all the places he
visited, whom he met, the new customs
and things he learnt from that place.

If there was something that needed to
be adopted in Kerala he would even
mention that in his small notes. | loved
reading these little notes after each trip.

Achachen would come back from
work at night and we would gather
around him however late it was and
Joe and Chechies (whoever was
visiting home at that time) would be
asking him with questions and advices.
while he pretended to be very meek.
For me it was all Greek and Latin at that
time. Achachen would quietly listen to
all their loud chatter and he would look
at us with a smile and say, “I'm called
the roaring lion of the Assembly, who
will ever say this when they see me in
my house, look at the way my children
are roaring at me.” He would then
break out into his famous laugh. This
was at a time when there was no social
media or access to old speeches nor
did | watch TV news or see Achachen
at his political best. So for me he was
not at all what people described him
to be. He was my calm and peaceful
Achachen whom we could bully and
twist around our fingers. However
political decisions he made were his
own.

Achachen often stressed on the
importance of reading the newspaper
to my children too. When Joe was
in Yercaud boarding he would get
Deepika paper every week and this
kept him updated with Kerala and what

happened in Kerala. He told me how
we could acquire so much knowledge
when we read all the papers- different
aspects of the same news and also
have a broad outlook on life and things
in general. Editorials was something
he told Kunjumani ( my son ) he should
read and added, to improve any
language you need to read the paper.
Also getting up early with the chirping
of birds was something we should all
do to start afresh every morning.

Education was of great importance
to him. Whenever | was to join a
new course (| did my ICWAI Inter,
MBA, MHRM & MCom Finance after
marriage) he would ask me two
questions. 1. Why? 2. How would
it benefit you ?. Once he heard my
answers he would encourage me.
His first priority was no matter what
we do it should not affect our family
and children. It was later that | also
learnt that only if a student knows
the answer to these two questions
will that person actually not quit
but study hard and attain what he
wants with flying colours. In 2015,1
had joined St. Thomas College (21
years after marriage) for my MCom.
After answering his mandatory two
questions | gave him my application
form where | wanted him to sign the
local guardians column. He wanted
to know what was his role as the local
guardian. | told him it was to sign my
answer sheets after my exams, sign
report cards and if at all | misbehaved
or there was any complaint against me
he would have to report to the HOD.
With a very serious face he said, “l am
signing this because | know you will
not give me a reason to report to your
college authorities.” | felt like a real
20-year-old college student even at the
age of 42. But | think those words as
a parent set the right track for me in

college. He rationalised before taking
decisions. From the fun loving father
whom we could bully, he suddenly
turned into a very serious parent of a
college girl (woman actually). So he
knew when to be strict. It was during
this time that he was the Finance
Minister. No matter how busy he was.
He was such a concerned father
checking with me how my activities
went in college. | would represent

my college and take part in paper
presentation competitions and budget
discussions and he would help me with
the right inputs. Sharing inputs with me
was okay with him but he never made
it very easy for me. When you ask him
a doubt first he will ask you what you
have understood about the topic then
he will give you a brief introduction,
then he would suggest books to read
and refer. He makes you work for it
very often. After | did my reading and
came back to him with my analysis

and doubts he would be noting down
things as | tell him what I learnt. Any
doubt he would clear. He would ask me
about my references. When he had first
discarded inputs | took from Google,

| teased and saying that’s because
he’s from the Old school of thought.
He would reply, “information has to be
authentic and reliable and books are
better than Google.”

When he was the chairman of
the empowered committee for GST,
everyone was puzzled about GST
and he so beautifully explained this
to me . | was so sure that this was
the reason why the Central Minister
Arun Jaitley made him the chairman.
Also as he rightly said, “I have been
dealing with so many coalitions and
splits,| think, they feel that | will be able
to balance the demands of various
states and convince each state and
how it would benefit them. In fact |
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quoted him in Marian College where

| presented the paper on GST and
structural changes. When | visited

his room in MLA quarters after his
death | saw the collection of books

he had in his room, even the last note
that he had penned in February 2019
during the last session he attended.
But what moved me was the notes he
had made on GST when he attended

a class or talk on GST. Imagine the
chairman of the empowered committee
was writing notes like a student. This
is something Joe has learnt from

him - To go well-prepared before
making a speech or to the Parliament
or to attend a press conference. The
number of books he carried with him
for references just to prove a point and
leave no stone unturned was amazing.
The preparations were more when he
was in the Opposition. He would come
after the day’s Assembly session and
talk to my kids when we were staying
in Trivandrum. He would be amazed

at Kunjumani’s mischief and pranks.

| would have a big list of complaints
about Kunjumani and he would laugh
it off saying, “isn’t he my namesake?
(K'M Mani was Kunjumani’ official
name). He will be a little naughty. And
it is natural for children to run the
round and make noise. Never kill that
natural instinct in them.”He would sit
on the ground and play kaniji-curry with
Priyanka and Ritika (my daughters)
while Kunjumani would run his toy car
all over Achachan’s back. He loved
playing with his grand children whether
it was football in the house or sit with
their toys, he would come down to
their age and that’s what made him fun
to play with. What patience he had!
After his dinner he would talk to Jose
seriously for sometime and then say he
had to go back to the MLA quarters as
he had a lot of reading to do before the
next day. We would drop him off at his
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room in MLA quarters and it was nice
to watch him reach so intensely (like
a “padupist”as today’s new gen kids
would call him.)

Once a year we would go for a
movie. But if you happen to sit next
to Achachan you would never hear
some of the film dialogues. He would
explain so loudly some of the scenes
and dialogues that just got over to
Amma as if she couldn’t understand
the language. | realised it was his way
of connecting to his wife and showing
his love even in a theatre. The movie
‘Akashdooth” was one movie he cried
so much (engal adichu karanju) like a
little child while watching it.

Speaking of crying, he loved
listening to songs from old Hindi
movies especially the pathetic ones
as he called them. He bought these
cassettes from Janpath, Delhi.
According to him such sad songs
(shoka gaanam)would bring tears to
his eyes and as these tears rolled down
his cheeks it was a healing to his soul,
cleansing him and this making him feel
light.

The whole world may make fun of
him saying that he cried pretentious
tears at funerals. But if you listen to
what he said and you would also cry
with him. | remember him telling me
how when he went for a funeral of a
party person, he would think of all the
things the person had done for him
right from sticking posters to coming
for meetings. If it was his party workers
mother or father or anyone else, he
took, walk down memory lane reliving
the good work the person has done
from simple things like cooking good
meals to tapping rubber depending on
the person, that brought tears to his
eyes. | believe that you can cry at the

funeral of a person who is not related
to you by doing what Achachen did
and it is a kind of thanks giving to the
person who spent his time on Earth.
A kind of a prayer also | must say. |
tried this it’s true. He also taught me
how attending a funeral and grieving
with the loved ones of the deceased
was more important than attending
weddings and other happy functions.
Even after attending 17 weddings in a
day, Achachen would return and tell
Amma at least one sentence about
the bride or groom or the food in each
wedding. He knew everyone by name
too.

Although he wore white he loved
it when his daughters wore bright
colours. Also wearing clothes that were
fashionable he liked as long as it was
modest. But if he did not like something
you wore he would ask this question,
“this must be the latest fashion, right?”
Then we would understand that he did
not like it and we would immediately
change. He believed in cleanliness and
you would never see even a strand
of hair in any direction other than the
direction he wanted it to be. Even in the
last few days of his life he would comb
his hair very often. The number of
clothes that he changed were at least 5
a day to keep himself fresh along with
baths at the same pace.

Every year he would faithfully go
to Velankanni at least twice. This is
almost like an outing for me more
than a pilgrimage trip because we
got Achachan all to ourselves. Not
just before submitting his nomination
papers or on the day of the election
before voting, but every day before
leaving the house he would stand
in front of the picture of the Sacred
Heart of Christ and make a prayer with
Amma which included the prayer to
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For they say he will never come
back because he is in a land far
away. But | know for sure he will
be happy and making others
happy in that land far away. He
is loving, living and breathing
every breadth with us.

%

Mother Mary (Ethrayum Dayamulla
Maathavay). These prayers every

day before leaving his house was the
oxygen that kept them alive. Like every
good Syrian Catholic house we too

had our share of novenas and rosaries.

This reverence to Christ and Mother
Mary and a Catholic Church and of
course the reverence to our Bishops
who are the heads of authority is what
he has passed down to us. Any good
news relating to our family would

be shared with them and after every
election they would host a homely
meal for us and it was so nice to chat
in a very informal way with the heads
of the church.

All my three deliveries were in a
small nursing home in Thumboly,
Alleppey. This hospital had only
two rooms and a general ward. The

facilities were basic minimum. As
my due date approached, Achachen
cancelled all his programmes and
came with Amma early to be with me
till | was taken to the Labour room.

It was a dreaded day for the Doctor
because he had so many questions for
her, right from what will you do if the
baby develops complications during
its birth, do you have an Anaethesist
ready in case of an emergency
operation, do you have an incubator
in case the baby is born with issues.
After my delivery that day the doctor
told me that the next time | come in
for delivery | should inform Mani sir
only after the baby was born. It was
his love care and concern for his
children that was unlimited. | had
heard that Achachan was a chain
smoker. Many a times he had thrown
his cigarette packet into the water

promising not to smoke again, but he
did again. During Elsamma chechy’s
(his first daughter) first delivery when
there were some complications he
quit smoking. His children were his
weakness. So was Amma. During

her pancreatitis operation and
hysterectomy he prayed so hard and
was by her side. He was a very devout
husband.

He was someone you could go to
personal advice. | have always shown
him the rough copy of all the books
that | have written before it went for
publishing. | remember him telling
me not to mention names of people
if it was not a favourable news about
them. Also forgiveness is the best
thing to do when people hurt you.
ignore is the next best thing to do.
| still remember after | ran to him
crying when | was attacked severely

on Facebook by a group of people
repeatedly in a very offensive way, he
gave me a book on Cyber laws as a
gift. | read it and got some very valid
legal points and then told him | had

a proper case. He then warned me
saying once | file a case the attack is
going to be more severe and only if |
could handle it | should go ahead with
it.

He had this kind of confidence in
me which is so encouraging. | still
remember the day of my second book
release. There was a small controversy
lurking in one chapter of my book.
There were about 37 members of the
press who had attended my book
release. | asked Achachan whether
he would handle the press questions
after my book release . He smiled and
told me go ahead. This was one of
the most empowering moments of my

life and | believe that my Achachan
knew the qualities we each had and if
at any point of time | could not handle
something he would be there for me.

| could actually go on and on.
Because there were so many moments
that | shared with Achachen that were
so special for me, so many qualities
that | admired in him. People have
wondered how | can share such a
deep relation with my father in law, but
that was my Achachen, he would make
you feel so special.

For they say he will never come
back because he is in a land far away.
But | know for sure he will be happy
and making others happy in that
land far away. He is loving, living and
breathing every breadth with us.

(The writer is the wife of Jose K.Mani)
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